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Series: Essentials
Salvation For the week beginning 8.2.10

Isn’t blood thicker than water?
Imagine this. You were out late at a party and had a few too many drinks. On the
way home, everything was moving so fast... in a flash of light...CRASH! The next
day you woke up in a hospital bed, in handcuffs. The policeman who interviewed
you called it “Aggravated Vehicular Homicide.” You didn’t mean to kill the driver of
the other car, but you have still committed a serious crime.

In the courtroom, you are a mess. You've been crying all day. The palms of
your hands are beyond sweaty. Your lawyer has already entered the guilty plea,
now it is time for sentencing. And then you see him. The judge walks back into the
courtroom and you get a good look at his face. You can’t believe your luck... it's
your uncle! Surely, he will go easy on you!

The judge clears his throat and you are forced to stand up. “Because of this
heinous act, | have no choice but to enforce the maximum sentence allowed for
this crime. | sentence you to no less than
ten years in a federal prison. The sentence “Beauty without grace
will begin immediately.” Your heart sinks. |, .
How could this happen? How could your |18 the hook without the
uncle not cut you a break? What happened <. 99
to blood being thicker than water? bait.

And then something strange happens. Ralph Waldo Emerson
Your uncle gives the bailiff a nod. A police-
man comes over to you and undoes your
handcuffs. He walks around to the judge and pulls his hands behind his back. The
cuffs snap into place and your uncle says, “I love you more than you’ll ever know.”
With that, he is led away to begin serving your time!

Impossible? Far fetched? If you are a realist, your mind is crying out “That
can’t be! How could one person take the punishment of another upon themselves?
Our legal system does not allow for this! It's too good to be true!”

You're right, of course. This could never happen in America. But our Heavenly
Father already has accomplished this and more. For our sin, we deserve to be
punished eternally, but the story doesn’t stop there. God sent his one and only son
to die on a cross, so that we could be saved from the punishment that we deserve.
Being that God is fair, He could not just snap his fingers and cause our sin to dis-
appear. Justice had to be served. Blood had to be shed. And while we were still
sinners, Jesus died on a cross and took our punishment upon himself. His blood
counts for us. This was his ultimate sacrifice, based on true love.

This week we’ll unpack the layers of God’s grace. It is the source of our sal-
vation and has the capacity to do so much more than just afford us eternal life. Can
you define grace? Can you explain the nuances of grace to someone else? Take a
long look at grace and its limitless capacity. Consider letting it change the way you
go about your daily life here on earth. You won’t be disappointed.

THIS WEEK’S STUDY WILL DISCUSS GOD’S GRACE AND
EPHESIANS CHAPTER TWO.



Living It Out: mn t)
Daily Bible Reading Plan

August 2—1 Corinthians 2 DAILYBIBLESTUDY 2—Daily Bible Study

MONDAY — Grace...What in the world (I mean, Bible)

does it mean?

Today’s Big Point: When we hear the word “grace” it means many different
things to many different people. The word “grace” is used over 150 times in the
Bible but we struggle with the meaning of the word and its application to the life
of a Christ follower.

Grace is God's unmerited favor. That is, grace is God doing good for us that we do
not deserve. In the Bible, grace and mercy are like two sides of the same coin.
Mercy is God withholding judgment or evil that | deserve; grace is God giving me
blessing or good that | do not deserve. Because of God's mercy, | do not receive
the judgment of God against my sins; because of God's grace, | receive eternal life
and a promise of heaven, though | do not deserve them. Both mercy and grace
come to me through the Lord Jesus Christ.

READ...What does the Bible say?

Romans 11:6 (New International Version)
And if by grace, then it is no longer by works; if it were, grace would no longer be
grace.

1 Corinthians 15:10 (New Living Translation)

But whatever | am now, it is all because God poured out his special favor on me—
and not without results. For | have worked harder than any of the other apostles;
yet it was not | but God who was working through me by his grace.

John 15:5 (New International Version)
"l am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and | in him, he will
bear much fruit; apart from me you can

THINK...Find the answers

Many times we try to get on God’s good side by working harder or we even try to
make a deal with God. As you think about God'’s grace, read Romans 11:6. Why
can’'t we just work harder to earn God’s favor?

Much of the New Testament was written by the Apostle Paul. Paul’s letters chroni-
cle the amount of time and effort that he gave to God. Was it because of all of
Paul’'s hard work that God showed Paul special favor?

Take a moment and write down what the word “grace” means to you.
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LIVE...What will you do now?

Like the Apostle Paul, it is God’s grace and goodness that make us what we are.
When you do a good deed, are you prideful? Should you be? Why or why not?

We need God’s grace for our salvation, which we will talk about in more detail in to-
morrow’s study. We also need God'’s grace for our daily lives. John 15:5 says that
apart from God you can do nothing. How does this affect your daily actions? Will
you go through life more confidently? Will you be more reliant on God?

PRAY...God, What do You want me to know and do?

God, thank You for your grace that Yol
deserve it; | know that my life is not complete without it. | thank you for the life that
You have given me, that as a Christ -follower | can live daily knowing that Your
grace is sufficient to meet all my needs. God, | trust You to provide me with Your
grace today and everyday.

DAILY BIBLE READING COMMENTARY: 1 Corinthians 2

2:1-4 “I resolve to know nothing...except Jesus Christ and him crucified...” Paul
didn’t want his preaching to be confused with other public orators, who would
speak eloquently in order to build their own fame. Paul’s emphasis was always on
the gospel message. Rather than to pander to the audience’s expectations for so-
phisticated speech, Paul stuck with a simple presentation.

2:5 “So that your faith may not rest on men’s wisdom, but on God’s power...”
The Corinthians were used to being captivated by eloquent orators. Paul points
out that faith isn’t about hearing a persuasive message, rather faith should be in
God’s power.

2:6 “Wedo...speak a message of wisdom among the mature...” The Greek word
teleios means “mature” and orators used that word to describe themselves. Paul
re-defines mature to be those who hear and respond to the gospel message.

2:9 “No eye has seen, no ear has heard” is a reference to Isaiah 64:4.

2:13 “Not in words taught us by human wisdom...” This chapter is full of refer-
ences to what spiritual wisdom is about. Take a few minutes to reflect back on the
first week of the Essentials series and how you are applying spiritual wisdom to
your life.
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TUESDAY —God’s Grace Saves Us

Big Point: God’s Grace is the only thing that can save you, no matter what!

“You see, at the center of all rel i gi ons
Karma. You know, what you put out comes back to you: an eye for an eye, a tooth
for a tooth, or in physics—in physical laws—every action is met by an equal or an

opposite one. |l t*s clear to me that Karm
solutely sure of i1t. And yet, along c¢ome
you reap, so wi ll you sow" stuff. Gr ace
consequences of your actions, which in my case is very good news indeed, be-

cause | “ve done a | ot of stupid stuff..
|l y be my judge. |l t doesn"t excuse my mi
holding out that Jesus took my sins onto the Cross, because | know who | am, and |

hope I don®"t have to dep-Bama on my own r e

READ...What does the Bible say?

Ephesians 1:13 (The Message)

And now you Gentiles have also heard the truth, the Good News that God saves
you. And when you believed in Christ, he identified you as his own by giving you the
Holy Spirit, whom he promised long ago.

THINK...Find the answers

According to Ephesians 1:13, what is it that guarantees your salvation?

How does God identify you as His own once you have heard and believed the
truth?

LIVE...What will you do now?

One of the most staggering truths of the Bible is to understand that we do not earn
our way to heaven. Grace is a free gift that we do not deserve. If God were to truly
give what every one of us deserved, none of us would get to heaven! Was there a
time in your life when you felt pressured to live up to an impossible standard? How
did it effect your attitude about life?

NOTES:
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Being a ‘good person’ doesn’t get you a ticket to heaven (besides, how would any-
one know how good is good enough?). How has knowing that you don’t have to
depend on your own track record for salvation changed the way you live out your
life? Or, if you haven’t yet made that decision to accept Jesus as your savior, how
do you think it would change your outlook on life?

PRAY...God, What do You want me to know and do?

The notion of Karma is popular in our culture these days. There are many who

think that being a good person is the surest, most open-minded way to heaven. It

Il sn*“t always easy to go against the ti
grounded in the truth and always grateful for what Jesus did for you. Also, ask for
courage to share that good news with others when you have the opportunity!

DAILY BIBLE READING COMMENTARY: 1 Corinthians 3

3:1-5 Paul reminds the people that the minister is there to present the gospel, not
to be a source of worship for the people. A contemporary example is when people
only come to church to hear their “favorite” teaching pastor. Our bias might cause
us to miss out on something important God wants us to hear.

3:6 “I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow...” Apollos was
another apostle in the church. Paul uses an agricultural metaphor to demonstrate
the importance of each person’s role in bringing people to Christ. He emphasizes
that no matter our role — it is God who brings about the growth.

3:9 “You are God’s field, God’s building” Everyone who works together in minis-
try must realize they are working together. No single person gets to lay claim on
God’s work as his or her own.

3:10 “I laid a foundation as an expert builder.” While noticing all of the new con-
struction in the area, Paul used an architectural metaphor to communicate the
idea that he was there to lay the solid foundation of the gospel message with the
expectation that the local believers would build upon it.

3:18-19 “If anyone thinks he is wise...” This passage of scripture reflects back to
our recent message on spiritual wisdom. We can never become enamored with the

clever sounding messages of our society. Our wisdom is always foolishness to
God.
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WEDNESDAY —God’s Grace Sustains Us!

Big Point: God is the only sufficient source of power that can come to our aid in
every situation we will ever face in life and He does that by dispensing grace.

We all know that life is filled with trouble, life is filled with disaster. And if we're not
in the disaster, we're on the edge of it. Life is filled with strong temptation. Life is
filled with attractions to sinful things. Life is filled with struggles to cope with the dis-
appointments and the pain and the suffering that comes into all of our experiences.
Life is filled with all of these things, including our efforts at evangelism, our efforts
at Christian ministry that are often met with resistance and lack of understanding,
lack of interest. We live in a fallen, decadent, corrupt world and we live in fallen,
decadent, corrupt flesh...We need grace for everything!

The question is, is such grace available? Is there a source of sufficient grace to
help us in every situation? Yes, yes there is! (adapted from J. MacArthur)

READ...What does the Bible say?
Ephesians 1:2 (New Living Translation) Words to know:
May God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ give
you grace and peace.

Sufficient: the necessary
guantity to fulfill the need.

1 Corinthians 16:23 (New Living Translation)

: Sustain: to maintain or
May the grace of the Lord Jesus be with you...

prolong as long as

2 Corinthians 12:9 (New Living Translation) necessary.
Each time he said, “My grace 1s all vyou
power works best in weakness.” So now |

so that the power of Christ can work through me.

THINK...Find the answers

Ephesians 1:2 and 1 Corinthians 16:23 are both verses attached to prayers given
by the Apostle Paul. He is asking God to bestow grace upon believers everywhere.
How did the Apostle Paul know that grace would be needed—both then and now?

2 Corinthians 12:9 is God’s answer to Paul’s prayer to have a “thorn” removed from
his flesh. As the recipient of many precious and astonishing revelations from God,
Paul received the thorn in order to prevent pride from ruining his life. We are not
told any specifics about the thorn and theologians have suspected many things
such as struggles with eye sight or purity. In the end, God explains to Paul that
grace, or God’s lavish sustaining favor, is all that is needed. How does God’s
grace sustain us?
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LIVE...What will you do now?

Living in the reality of God’s sustaining grace should mean that our beliefs are dif-
ferent than those who do not live in God’s sustaining grace. In this exercise, re-
place worldly beliefs with statements that reflect a belief in God’s sustaining grace:

Worl dly b&hisefi#f8lsonhard. | jJust want

(13 ”»

Grace-based belief :

Worldly belief#2: “ 1 “m just going to ,power thr

113 ”

Grace -based belief:

Part 2: Insert your two grace based beliefs into the blanks below. When you look at
the two belief statements, there should be corresponding actions that support
those beliefs.

When | believe and ,
then | should act in this manner:

PRAY...God, What do You want me to know and do?
Think aboutthegrace-based beli efs that you®"ve cir
sustaining power. Take some time to pray and ask God to help ingrain those new
beliefs into your life and apply them on a daily basis.

DAILY BIBLE READING COMMENTARY: 1 Corinthians 4

4:1-2 “Look at Apollos and me as mere servants of Christ...” The Greek word
“otkonomos” describes a person managing an estate for an absent landlord. Paul
encourages all believers to see themselves as faithful managers of the gospel mes-
sage until Jesus comes again.

4:4 “My conscience is clear, but that doesn’t prove I'm right...” Christ-followers
will be judged one day by God. Therefore, we should not be so fixated on what
other people think about us.

4:8 “You have become rich! You have become kings!” Professional orators were
able to command large speaking fees. The Corinthians felt prideful that they could
sit and listen to such eloquent speakers. They were captivated by the pursuit of in-
dividual achievement and success...much like people in our society today.

4:10 “We are fools for Christ, but you are so wise in Christ...” Paul employs self-
deprecation as a contrasting technique. He wanted the Corinthian Christians to
look at their prideful attitude.

4:12 “When we are cursed, we bless...” These words reflect back to Jesus’ words
in Luke 4:28: “Bless those who curse you.”

4:15 “...for I became in your father in Christ Jesus when I preached the Good
News...” Paul describes himself with the Greek word “pater” meaning “father” of
the Christian community.
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THURSDAY — Grace empowers us...

Big Point: God’s grace empowers us to do things we could never do on our own!

Empowering grace is a source of great hope. Some people use grace to
mean... I don’t do anything and God’s grace makes up the difference. This is actu-
ally wickedness. Grace empowers us to get a lot done, and live the life God calls us
to live. Do you have more to do than you can possibly do? If the answer is yes, then
the question is... “How are we going to get it all done.” The answer is by God’s em-
powering grace (1 Corinthians 15:10).

God’s grace empowers us as Christians to work very hard and do a good job.
Our work is transformed by God’s empowering grace. It is very much like the little
boy in the Bible who gave his lunch to Jesus and Jesus then fed five thousand with
it. The little boy could not take credit for feeding the five thousand. The credit be-
longs to God’s transforming grace. You can’t chart and graph this kind of produc-
tivity, nor can you write a book about it. There would only be one sentence in the
book... Let God’s empowering grace transform your work.

The grace of God allows us to do things we can’t do. We are just required to
work hard. The multiplication of our work comes from the empowering grace of
God. - Mark Driscoll, Pastor of Mars Hill Church

READ...What does the Bible say?

Ephesians 3:7 (New Living Translation) : )
'‘By God*"s grace and mER®EE4hower, | hape

been given the privilege of serving him by g ew Intérnational Version)
spreading this Good News. But to each one of us grace has

been given as Christ apportioned it.

Romans 12:6 (New Living Translation)
® n his grace, God has given us different

1 Corinthians 15:10 (New Living Translation)

9Byt whatever | am now, it is all because God poured out his special favor on me—
and not without results. For | have worked harder than any of the other apostles; yet
it was not | but God who was working through me by his grace.

THINK...Find the answers
Where does our strength, privilege, special favor, and power come from?

What are some of the reasons that we have what we do?

NOTES:
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LIVE...What will you do now?

Knowing that God has judged the ugly reality of our lives, condemning it to its right-
ful death, at the same time, knowing that he has accepted us in all our sordidness,
welcoming us as if we are righteous, it is God’s utter acceptance of us and His em-
powering grace that allow us to look at our miserable sinfulness and then give God
and his empowering grace the credit for the good that He places in us.

Are you placing credit where credit is due when it comes to your productivity, spir-

itual gifts, and strengths?

If so, how?

If not, what are you going to do about it?

List ways you are praising God for His empowering grace.

PRAY...God, what do You want me to know and do?

Dear God, Your empowering grace is such a blessing. It is evidence of Your ever-
lasting faithfulness. | realize that no one is good except You, and the good that is
found in me is a result of Your empowering grace working in me. | can do all things
through you because You are my source of strength. Amen.

DAILY BIBLE READING COMMENTARY: 1 Corinthians 5

5:1-8 Paul has many strong words about sexual immorality (Greek: “porneia”)
in the church. The Jewish culture associated sexual immorality with pagan cul-
tures. The situation of the man engaged in sexual relations with his step-mother
would have been forbidden in both Jewish and Roman culture.

5:2 Rather than confront the behavior, the Corinthian Christians tolerated the
immoral situation. Paul was just as critical of the Christians as he was of the man
and woman involved in the sin.

5:6-8 “Don’t you know that a little yeast works through the whole batch of
dough...” A small amount of evil will have a negative impact on the entire church.
This sobering fact is adequate explanation for those who say, “Well, it’s none of
our business if our fellow believers are engaged in sinful behavior.” Our sin, se-
cret or open, has an effect on the body of Christ.

5:9 -12 “..not to associate with sexually immoral people.” Paul makes a distinc-
tion between believers who continue with immoral behavior and unsaved individ-
uals living immorally. We should avoid spending leisure time with Christ-
followers who boldly disobey God’s commands. While it sounds harsh, remember:
“bad company corrupts good behavior.”
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FRIDAY — Amazing Grace

Big Point: The song “Amazing Grace” has a rich history true to its name. It is
sung to inspire hope in times of great despair and great rejoicing.

The subject of grace often reminds us of the well known hymn, Amazing Grace.
Originally written by John Newton, Chris Tomlin has a contemporary version that is
increasingly popular.

Amazing Grace has a rich history true to its name. John Newton grew up in the
| ate 1700" s, aboard a sl ave ship. He | a
between Africa and America. After his conversion to Christianity, Newton stayed at
sea trying to change the conditions for the slaves. He even held public worship ser-
vices for his crew each Sunday. Eventually, however, Newton felt convicted of the
inhuman aspects of this work and became a strong and effective crusader against
slavery.

After returning home and marrying his childhood sweetheart, Newton became or-
dai ned. Wherever he preached, | arge <cro
Sea Captain” One of Newton®"s extreme
pressed the simple, heartfelt faith of his preaching rather than the staid singing of
the Psalms from the Sternhold and Hopkins Psalter.

Until the time of his death at the age of eighty-two, John Newton never ceased to
mar v el at God"s mercy and grace that hai
101 Hymn Stories, by Kenneth W. Osbeck.

Question:

Think back to the different aspects of grace you studied this week...grace defined,
grace saves us and secures us, grace sustains us, and grace supernaturally em-
powers us. Are any of these facets of grace new to you? Do any of them surprise
you? What does this tell you about God’s Amazing Grace?

PRAY...God, What do You want me to know and do?

When praying today, thank God for His gift of grace. Express to Him what His grace
means to you. Ask God to help you express that same grace to others.

Weekend Reminders:

. Registration for the fal/l session of D
now open! Watch the promo video and register at www.cedarcreek.tv in the Clas-
ses & Seminar section.

. CedarCreekb6s 15th Anniversary celebrat
celebrate what God has done in the lives of thousands over the past 15 years.

. Our fall Spiritual Formation classes will be announced on the weekend of August
21/ 22. Webve got all new cl asses plann
the ATC for more details that weekend!
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DAILY BIBLE READING COMMENTARY : 1 Corinthians 6

6:1-11 “...how dare you file a lawsuit and ask a secular court to decide the mat-
ter...” Since Paul used the legal system from time to time, it is unlikely he is asking
believers to abandon the pursuit of legal relief. Paul wants to draw attention to
the fact that believers could be subjecting themselves to a corrupt legal system.
6:5 “I say this to shame you...” Shame was something that elite Corinthians
would want to avoid. However, Paul intentionally uses shame in order to convict
and instruct the believers.

6:6 “One brother goes to law against another — and this in front of unbelievers!”
Paul wants Christians to think about the potential impact of suing each other.
What does that say about Christians if we cannot work out our difficulties with
each other? Again, Paul is not against using the legal system, but he is advising
believers to use it with great caution.

6:9 Again, Paul brings up lifestyle choices that would be have been accepted in
Greek culture, but defined as wicked in God’s eyes and not to be tolerated in the
Christian community. Remember to speak the truth in love when confronting an-
other believer who is engaged in ungodly patterns of behavior.

Family Activity Section

Coming this fall, we will kick off our all new CedarCreek family ministry called
HomePointe. Families will be able to take part in opportunities and resources at
CedarCreek that may assist them in their journey to grow an intentional family. This
family activity is just one of the many resources we will be offering.

Big Point for Parents: Children will understand grace as you give God the credit
for the good you do. They need to know that salvation is free to us, but it cost Je-
sus his life. It is not by our works that we are saved. Good works are a result of
grace living in us.

Lesson: Have the children read Romans 6:20-23 out loud, then read to them the
following story...Gabriella went with her mother to the drugstore and then to Mrs.
Navarro’s house. Mother often visited the older woman, bringing cookies or cake.
Today she brought medicine. “I don’t have the money to pay for that right now,”
Mrs. Navarro said. Mother smiled. “I| know. That’'s why Gabriella and | got it today
so we could bring it to you as a small gift.” Mrs. Navarro shook her head. “Oh, no,”
she argued. “I won'’t take it unless | can pay for it.” Mother spoke softly and kindly.
“There are two reasons why we want to give this to you. The first reason is that we
love you and want to see you get well again.” The elderly woman looked up. “And
what'’s the second reason?” she asked. “To use it as an illustration,” answered
mother. “We’ve talked with you about receiving Christ as your Savior, but we don't
know if you‘ve ever done it.” The sick woman said, “No, | haven’t. | never felt like |
had anything to offer God.” “All we need to do is offer ourselves,” Mother said.
“Salvation is free.” “Free?” Mrs. Navarro repeated. “But | think it should cost some-
thing.” “It did! It cost Jesus his life,” said Mother. “He was willing to die because he
loves us, but he also came back to life. Now he’s offering free salvation to all who
will accept it.” Gabriella said, “It’s just like the medicine. If you accept the gift, the
medicine is free to you.”

Pray: God, | accept Your free gift of salvation and | offer to You my life in return. |
understand that salvation cost You greatly so it would be free to me. Thank you!
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Living It Out: August 2010
Ephesians 3:19 (New Living Translation)
19 May you experience the love of Christ, though it is too great to
understand fully. Then you will be made complete with all the full-
ness of life and power that comes from God.

Living It Out

It is the dream of CedarCreek that everyone who calls this their church
home will be reading and studying the same topics, both individually and

in groups. Each week, join with thousands of others at CedarCreek
Church i n applying God"s Word, t he
is that while we learn and grow together, as individuals and as a church,

we will collectively live out the weekend message.

Living It Out resources, such as the Daily Bible Study, Daily Bible Read-

ing Plan, Discussion Questions and Scripture Memory Verses, are de-
signed to help us embrace a missioc
pels us to love Jesus, serve others and tell the world about Christ.

Living It Out: Daily Bible Studyaily Bible study activities to reflect on the weekend
message

Living It Out: Daily Bible Reading PIBead through the New Testament in a year
Living It Out: Discussion Questior¥geekly questions to discuss with others

Living It Out: Scripture Memoiyemorize one Bible verse per month

All of these resources are also available electronically at
www.livingitout.tv , where you can subscribe to have any or all of them
emailed to you as they are updated.

We Want Your Feedback!
Tell us about any questions or comments you have about this week’s
Living It Out: Daily Bible Study. Forward them to barbr@cedarcreek.tv.

CedarCreek Church| RESOURCES: | Living It Out: Daily Thi s welek"®
; _ | Bible Reading Plan Living It Out:
29129 Lime City Road Whats 5o Amaz scriptures are listed Ving
ing About Grace, | ¢ h dav. B _ | Daily Bible Study
Perrysburg, Oh 43551 nili or each day. by com , by
Philip Yancey | pleting each of the dai- written by:
Phone: 419.661.8661 . . - -
: ly readings, you will Rick Kinney
Test tin1 . i
www.cedarcreek.tv These readin gsy:rir Kaye Kinney
. Chantele Henry
- .. separate from the Dai-
www.livingitout.tv ly Bible Study. Barb Roose




